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Holy Eucharist: Rite Two

A Penitential Order
Celebrant
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

People

And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant
“Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?”  (Matthew 25:44b)

Voice One
Every year, six million children die from lack of food before their fifth birthday.

Voice Two
We saw you hungry and gave you no food.

People

Lord, have mercy.

Voice One
Five million people die each year from diseases caused by lack of clean water. 

Voice Two
We saw you thirsty and gave you nothing to drink.

People

Lord, have mercy. 

Voice One
20% of the people of the world earn 89% of the world’s wealth.   

Voice Two
You were a stranger to us and we did not welcome you.

People

Lord, have mercy.

Voice One
One billion people live on less than $1.00 a day. 

Voice Two
We saw you naked and we gave you no clothing.

People

Lord, have mercy.
Voice One
One million people die each year from malaria and 14,000 new HIV/AIDS 

     infections are diagnosed every day.

Voice Two
You were sick and we did not visit you.

People

Lord, have mercy.

Voice One
Unfair trade systems, crippling debt, and limited access to markets have imprisoned most of the world in poverty.

Voice Two
You were in prison and we did nothing to help.

People

Lord, have mercy.

Deacon:
Lord, crack open our hearts so that we might become more compassionate, more 
courageous and more like Jesus."
The Collect 

Celebrant
 The Lord be with you.
People

 And also with you.
Celebrant
 Let us pray.


Almighty and eternal God: may your grace enkindle in all hearts a love for the many unfortunate people whom poverty and misery reduce to a condition unworthy of human beings. Arouse in the hearts of those who call you Father a hunger and thirst for social justice and for love in deed and in truth. Grant, O Lord, peace in our days, peace to souls, peace to families, peace to our country, and peace among nations; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
The Lessons

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. 



          Isaiah 58:5-8
“Is this the kind of fast I have chosen, only a day for people to humble themselves?  Is it only for bowing one’s head like a reed and for lying in sackcloth and ashes?  Is that what you call a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD? Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:  to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke?  Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter - when you see the naked, to clothe them, and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood? Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the LORD will be your rear guard.  

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Psalm 146




Hallelujah!
Praise the LORD, O my soul! *
I will praise the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 

Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, *
for there is no help in them. 

When they breathe their last, they return to earth, *
and in that day their thoughts perish. 

Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! *
whose hope is in the LORD their God; 

Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; *
who keeps his promise for ever; 

Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, *
and food to those who hunger. 

The LORD sets the prisoners free;
the LORD opens the eyes of the blind; *
the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 

The LORD loves the righteous;
the LORD cares for the stranger; *
he sustains the orphan and widow,
but frustrates the way of the wicked. 

The LORD shall reign for ever, *
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.
Hallelujah!

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Christians in Rome

Romans 8:1-2, 5-6

There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.  For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit.  To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew
Matthew 13:1-8

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: "Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!"

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon
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The Creed

We believe in God the Creator of all, who has given the earth to all people,

We believe in Jesus Christ, who came to encourage us and to heal us;

   to proclaim the peace of God to humankind.

We believe in the Spirit of God, who works in every man and woman.

We believe in the Church, moved by the Spirit to serve all people.

We believe in people as the image of God,
   called to serve Christ in all persons, 

   to strive for justice and peace among all people,

   and to respect the dignity of every human being.

We do not believe in the right of the strongest,

   nor the power of the oppressors.

We do not believe that conflict and hunger are inevitable

   and peace unattainable

We do not believe that all suffering is in vain,

   nor that dreams will remain dreams,

   nor that death is the end.

But we dare to believe, always and in spite of everything, in a new humanity, 

   in God’s own dream of a new heaven and a new earth where justice 

      will flourish and peace will reign, in our land, in our world.  

Litany for a Time of Hunger 

Deacon

When Jesus told the disciples to give the crowd something to eat, they found only a few loaves and two small fish, but they brought what they had to Jesus. 

Let us bring our prayers before the Lord. 
Leader

We thank you, God, for the abundance of food we receive from your hand. We thank you for the progress that has been made against hunger in recent years, and we remember today those people at risk of falling back into hunger and extreme poverty. 

Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

We pray for all those directly affected by the current hunger crisis. For farmers whose livelihoods depend on natural, economic, and political conditions beyond their control. For parents who struggle to put food on the table, and for children who go to bed hungry. 

Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

We ask your blessing on those working to save lives and end hunger in the world, especially now at a time when the high cost of food makes meeting those needs an even greater challenge. 

Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

We pray for the leaders of the nations, especially our own leaders; that they will act with wisdom, generosity, and compassion; bring relief to those who are hungry now and help move us all toward a world without hunger. 

Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

Finally, we pray for ourselves, that you will show us the ways your church can be an instrument of grace to hungry people, and give us the courage to act in your name, sharing generously what you have so freely given to us. 

Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

Celebrant

Jesus blessed the five loaves and the two small fish, and it was multiplied, and everyone had enough and more. God, please accept our prayers. We know you will multiply this small offering beyond our imaginings, and that one day soon, everyone will eat and be satisfied. We offer these prayers in the name of Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life. Amen.
The Peace
All stand.
Celebrant   The peace of the Lord is always with you.
People        And also with you.
The Holy Communion

Offertory Sentence

Offertory Hymn  
         Living Bread, Come Down from Heaven 

 

Living Bread come down from heaven,

broken, shared, distributed.
Feed us, gathered at this table,

with your grace unlimited.
And as servants then employ us

'til this hungry world is fed.

The Great Thanksgiving – Prayer A 
  

Celebrant    The Lord be with you.
People        And also with you.

Celebrant    Lift up your hearts.
People        We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People        It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.


You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love; you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you replenish us and call us to fullness of life.

 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant and People

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
    Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
    Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrant
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.


On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."


Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is raised.
Christ will come again.

 Celebrant
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.


Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.


All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread

A period of silence is kept.

Celebrant
This is the true bread which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.

Whoever eats this bread will live for ever. 

Celebrant
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Post Communion Prayer

Celebrant
Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation, you have united us with Christ and one another, and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit; that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior.  Amen.

Blessing

Celebrant
May God bless us with discomfort at easy answers, half truths, and superficial relationships, so that we may live deep within your heart. Amen.
May God bless us with anger at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people, so that we may work for justice, freedom and peace. Amen.
And the Blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon us and remain with us forever. Amen.
Dismissal

Deacon      Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People       Thanks be to God.
Dismissal Hymn


Father all loving 
Father all loving, who rulest in majesty,

Judgment is thine, and condemneth our pride;

Stir up our leaders and peoples to penitence,

Sorrow for sins that for vengeance have cried.

Blessed Lord Jesus, who camest in poverty,

Sharing a stable with beasts at thy birth,

Stir us to work for thy justice and charity,

Truly to care for the poor of the earth.

+ + + + + 
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