Minutes from MDG TASK FORCE Meeting

February 12, 2011

                                                             

Present: Lisa Caton, Jan Logan, Aline Haynes, Helen Orlando, Christopher Cox, Sayah Anne Richardson, Chris Hempel, Pat Sayles, Shawn Fay, Beth Ann Strom and Janine Kleber.

  

Proposed Organizational Structure:  Lisa suggested an organizational structure that would result in meetings of the entire Task Force every other month with smaller groups meeting as needed in between on specific tasks. Ann Zultner has agreed to serve as Treasurer.  We still need a secretary.  Donna is interested in programs for children and youth and a newsletter. Helen is interested in liturgical resources. Other ideas included a focus on political advocacy and establishing a list of speakers.
  

Financial Issues:

· Members are encouraged to contribute 0.7% of personal income to ERD and other Episcopal organizations to support MDGs.

· The Task Force has received $750. Contact Lisa or Aline if spending over $25.

· Diocese has included 0.7% for MDG/ER, about $18,000 in the proposed budget, a real commitment in a financially difficult time.

 

Workshops
· Watchung Convocation - Feb. 19 at St. John's, Somerville. Ron Pollock, Rector, is very supportive. Ann has made calls. Lisa, Aline, Chris Cox, Chris Hempel and Trisha are attending.

· Monmouth Convocation-Janine will send letters/e-mails about Tuckerton Workshop.  

· Dates are needed for workshops in Camden, Monmouth and Asbury for October/November 2011 by May in order to be included in the Ministry Institute brochure.

 

MDG/ERD Sunday-March 13, 2011:

· Suggestions to promote MDGS at the parish level-involve clergy, vestry, mission and Christian formation committees

· Resolution to be presented at Convention to officially designate a Sunday in Lent as MDG/Episcopal Relief & Development Sunday.

 

Convocation Meetings with Parish Reps for MDG/ERD Sunday

· Trenton - Feb. 16-Trinity Cathedral - Jan and Chris Cox

· Atlantic - Janine working on this

· Burlington/Camden - Feb. 19 - Helen

· Monmouth/Atlantic - Chris Cox will contact Rick. Janine will help.

· Northern - Feb. 27 - St.John's, Elizabeth. Chris Hempel will confirm and work on.

 

Parish Activities: 

· Cathedral is planning to adopt a child from East Africa. Lisa suggested following up with workshop on country where the child is from. 

· Janine reported that her parish is sponsoring a community garden from ERD Gifts of Life through a grant from the LBI Garden Club. Selections from the ERD Gifts of Life catalog and sponsoring a Millennium Village Project are current initiatives that could be models. 

· Ongoing collections for MDGs like the loose change project at Grace St. Paul's, Hamilton, were mentioned. Chris Cox offered to loan the MDG Table Display. 
· On May 1, ERD President will preach at Trinity Church, Princeton and lead the adult forum. There will be a brunch/reception that Task Force members are welcome to attend. 

· All Saints, Princeton is having a African worship service to benefit the Sudan on Match 12 . 

Each parish will be asked to write a brief report on activities on MDG/ERD Sunday.

 

Inspirational note:  Jan compared the work of the MDG Task Force to a lamplighter punching holes in darkness, a reference from R. L. Stevenson.

  

Closing Prayer - Helen
